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MEMBER FOR INNALOO, POLICE RUNNING SHEET 

690. Mr M.J. BIRNEY to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:   

I refer the minister to a news item on Channel 10 last night in which a senior police officer was reported to have 
confirmed that the original police running sheet prepared about the incident involving the member for Innaloo 
last Thursday night was amended after the member for Innaloo personally contacted both Deputy Commissioner 
Atherton and Assistant Commissioner McRoberts.   

(1) Will the minister confirm that the running sheet was changed; and, if so, why was it changed?   

(2) Given the obvious accountability implications that this matter has for the Government, will the minister 
now agree to table both running sheets - that is, the original running sheet and the running sheet that 
was amended after the member for Innaloo contacted senior police?   

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 
(1)-(2) For the point of clarity, I will correct some of the descriptions used by the member for Kalgoorlie and 

use the terms that I am familiar with.  I understand that each evening police use something called a 
running sheet.  The member for Yokine might be able to help me with that.  That running sheet is used 
for overnight events.  My understanding is that that goes to the deputy commissioner of operations.  It 
used to go to Deputy Commissioner Brennan.  My understanding was that he got a running sheet each 
morning showing what had occurred overnight.  I expect Deputy Commissioner Atherton gets the same.  
That running sheet has certain highlights on it.  It does not provide any detailed explanation of 
incidents.  It just consists of headings of all kinds of incidents.  Some of them might be personal or 
other things that have occurred at certain places.  Some of them probably include matters which are 
more than just operational and which might, if they were revealed, prejudice further police action or 
case management, or whatever.  It would be unprecedented to table these documents.  These are 
operational policing documents that are exempt -  

Ms S.E. Walker:  Come off it!   
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  I have checked with the Commissioner of Police.  They are exempt from freedom of 
information, for very good reason.  What I think the member for Kalgoorlie is referring to is the actual incident 
sheet from the officer at the time.  I have not seen that incident sheet.  I have no knowledge of whether it was or 
was not amended.  However, I am confident that Deputy Commissioner Atherton and Assistant Commissioner 
John McRoberts do their job without fear or favour.  The member for Kalgoorlie has cast an awful slur on their 
reputation.   
 


